their views on the impact of the economic crisis on neuroscience research. The resulting Viewpoint, on page 297, is insightful and interesting, highlighting both problems and some reasons for cautious optimism.
The remainder of this issue is devoted to three areas of neuroscience in which novel roles have emerged for molecules or pathways that have other, better-known functions.
Ubiquitylation was first characterized in the targeting of proteins to late endosomes for degradation, but is now recognized to have important roles in development. As discussed in the Review by Kawabe and Brose on page 251, ubiquitylation not only influences processes such as neurite extension and neuronal polarity, but also exerts epigenetic effects on the genes encoding key developmental proteins.
Notch signalling is best known for its integral contribution to 
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